THE UNSEEN RIFT

And that was occasioned by a false courage to make it appear,
as he thought he had what he had not; By which he was the
occasion of losing so many Lives. But when his own was in
danger, and there was no hope of saving any but those that were
with Him, he gave the Duke of Marlborough his Sword to hinder
Numbers of People that to save their own Lives would have
jumped into the Boat, notwithstanding his Royal Highness was
there, that would have sunk it. This was done, and the Duke
went off safe ; and all the rest in the Ship were lost, as Mr Lediard
gives an account, except my Lord Griffin, who had served the
Duke long, who, when the Ship was sinking, threw himself out
of a Window, and saved himself by catching hold of a Hen Coop.
. . . All that Lediard relates to filling the boat with the priests
and the dogs is true. But I don't know who else went in the
boat, or whether they were of the same religion.1

There can be no doubt that this is the real story which John
told Sarah in the deepest secrecy as soon as he and the other
woebegone survivors from the shipwreck arrived in Edin-
burgh. That no inkling of his servant's opinion ever came
to James seems almost certain. We, however, in this after-
light can see quite plainly where the Churchills stood in
relation to James. It is not merely want of sympathy,
but deep disapproval. They served him because it was
their duty and their livelihood. He retained them because
better servants could not be found elsewhere. But all this
lay far below the surface. The whole ducal household
arrived at Whitehall, for good or ill, in the summer of 1682,
and Churchill was rewarded on December 21, 1682, for his
patient, astute diplomacy and invaluable services of the past
three years with the barony of Churchill of Aymouth, in
the peerage of Scotland,2 and the command of the second
troop of the Life Guards.

1  Spencer MSS.

2  Wolseley misdates this 1683.    The patent is at Blenheim.
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